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Holy Trinity Service Times

Services are as follows:

Sunday
8.00am, 10.00am & 4.00pm

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 10.00am
Friday 12.30pm
Saturday 6.00pm

All services are streamed on Facebook except
Saturday 6pm & Sunday 8am.

Service times may occasionally vary — please see
weekly notice sheet for details.

To access streamed services:

Find us on L.
Facebook @ Holy Trinity Taunton
° SQ%E%’J Holy Trinity Taunton

Fr Julian can be emailed directly: frjulianssc@gmail.com

Please use this QR code if you would like to make a
donation to Holy Trinity




Taunton Funeral Service 2y
A helping hand at a time of need “

Independently and Family Run - 24hr service
Private Chapels of Rest
Caring Personal Service

01823 321077 01984 624149

55 Bridge Street, Broad Meadow View, West Road,
Taunton, TAIl ITP Wiveliscombe, TA4 2TB

Golden
Charter

(%

Small, non-institutional residential care home for up to 5 elderly
people to live comfortably in their own space alongside our family.
Home cooked meals shared together in the farmhouse kitchen.

Contact Emily: 07915 175358
emily@thurloxtonmanor.co.uk




CRESCENT FUNERAL SERVICES
SIMON HELLIAR-MOORE

A Truly Independent Funeral Service for Taunton and its
Surrounding Communities, from a Funeral Director you can Trust.

Find us in the Crescent Car Park, beside Bath Place.
Just a short walk from the Registry Office.

Fully inclusive Funeral Services starting at £2,000
Fully inclusive Direct Cremation Service — £1,150

To find out more about our inclusive Funeral Services contact us on

01823 530100

or visit our website
www.crescentfunerals.co.uk

sa Open B @ A ® ¥R

The Old Coach House, Crescent Park, Taunton, TAI1 4ED.




¥ "in the highest, %X

,. FR JULIAN WRITES...

This month’s ‘Outlook’ is an Advent edition. As usual, now, there will
be a combined Christmas/New Year issue later this month. Advent is
too important a season to be diluted, even if unintentionally, by the
greater festival time of Christmas. But why it is important.

Avent is seen by some as no more than a countdown to Christmas.
Advent calendars have only 24 days, so don’t even make it to Christmas
(and most of the doors have sweets behind them — even some for
pets!), and likewise Advent candles. As a child, we used the same
calendars every year. My oldest brother’s had one which went on to
Epiphany which to me then and now makes perfect sense. Today,
Christmas is the culmination, not the beginning.

The Sunday before Advent is when we celebrate Christ the King,
bringing the liturgical year to an end. Advent is the period leading up
to Christmas when we ready ourselves for the coming of Christ again,
not as a helpless baby but as our King and our judge. We proclaim in
the Creed: We believe he will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead. And Advent is the time when we remember this and try
to ready ourselves, with its four themes of death, judgement, heaven
and hell. Not cheerful topics in themselves, but unavoidable, for
Christians and non-Christians alike.

We may not have a clear idea of ‘glory’. | understand that the last
words of the former Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael Ramsey, who
died about 40 years ago, and over whose body | prayed, were ‘Glory,
glory’. All of us will have some picture of glory, be it like Isaiah’s vision
on the Lord in the Temple (lsaiah 6.1-8) or more personal
understandings drawn from our experience of life. And then we have
an idea of justice and judgement.




Our idea of justice can be a little more complex. We can confuse justice
with vengeance, and although justice includes punishment, that is not
its sole purpose. At a risk of being controversial, sometimes public
outcries about sentencing involves a certain need which goes beyond
the administration of justice. Horror, shock, revulsion all combine or
act separately to compromise true justice. And how often does the
resolution of conflict on whatever scale, including personal matters,
involve revenge?

One thing of which we can be certain is that that God’s judgement is
just. His will is not to punish sin, but to forgive it. As Psalm 51 says: ‘A
broken and contrite heart you will not despise, O Lord.” Among Jesus’
last words as he was nailed were of forgiveness to his executioners as
they hammered the nails in. Can we believe that a forgiving,
compassionate God, wishes to punish us?

No, God’s judgement is not only just but merciful. He recognises that
we are human beings, and that as such, we will at some point and in
some way, succumb to temptation. ‘Twas ever such. The angel with
the fiery sword denying access to the expelled Adam and Eve back into
the Garden has been replaced by a welcoming Christ, beckoning us into
the Garden, the Kingdom of God.

That does not mean, though, that we are free to sin and not face any
kind of consequences. Through Christ’s resurrection, the wages of sin
are no longer death, but rather opportunities for us to repent and be
forgiven.

Advent, although ‘only’ a semi-penitential season, unlike Lent, is
another opportunity for us to examine ourselves, and weigh ourselves
against the glory of God, as opposed to the glory we accord ourselves.
We need to acknowledge God'’s incomparable and unsurpassing glory,
his divine nature, and his regard for his creatures. And then we can be
better placed to accept his coming amongst us again at the end of time.

With my prayers and good wishes
Fr Julian



WHY AND WHAT...?

This month I’'m looking at the Advent Wreath.

Candles are used in different ways in Advent. As well as calendars,
Advent candles are becoming more popular. John Godley has made
some lovely candles and stands out of the old bell frame from Holy
Trinity. Jane and | always have one, though | have to say that as the
busyness of Christmas approaches, we sometimes don’t get the candle
to match the actual date!

More prominent is the Advent Wreath in both
the main body of the church and also in the
Vestry for weekday worship. The four outer
candles, three purple and one pink are now
more common than the previous 4 red ones.
Purple is, of course, the colour of the season;
not just for penitence but as a ‘royal’ colour,
being in history a very expensive and exclusive dye, from murex shells.
The candles are lit in turn so they are of a graded length as Advent
progressed, and the pink one is lit on Gaudete Sunday, the third
Sunday.

One interpretation of four candles is that they represent Hope, Peace,
Joy and Love, but an older tradition suggests they can be the ‘prophecy’
candle, the ‘Bethlehem’ candle, the ‘joy’ candle and finally the ‘angels’
candle, each one developing the Advent theme from the previous until
the Christ candle, the central white one, is lit at Christmas.

The wreath is itself a ring, a symbol of God’s everlasting love. The
greenery is usually evergreens, symbolising the eternal nature of God.
It's usual to put the Wreath in a prominent place, in church or at home.
If you haven’t got a formal stand, then why not place white candles in
a ring on a tray or plate, and tie a little bit of purple or pink ribbon
around them, and decorate with greenery from the garden or hedge?

Pope Francis wrote: May we be in this world a ray of that light which
shone forth from Bethlehem bringing joy and peace to the hearts of all
men and women. A simple prayer at the Advent Wreath.

Fr Julian


http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwig6LzEx6nJAhWERBQKHe7YBRYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.kcbob.com/2012_12_01_archive.html&psig=AFQjCNG1Dsi-aAXi8QVX-33mtK5kW6wTfw&ust=1448471583851206

FROM THE REGISTERS

Holy Baptism

lan Stephen Thomas-Hawkins was baptised on Sunday 9th November.
We pray for him as he begins his journey as a member of the family of
Christ.

BISHOP OF OSWESTRY’S VISIT

We are delighted to welcome + Paul on Sunday 7th December. He will
be presiding and preaching at the Parish Mass at 10am and then will be
staying for Evensong and Benediction at 4.00pm. There will be tea and
cake in the hall at 3pm before Evensong.

Please book the date now, and don’t forget the evening service as well!

COMPLINE will be held at 8.00pm on Tuesdays in
Advent from 2nd December in the Choir Vestry.

Do come along and make it part of your Advent
preparations.

2Ist December
6.30pm Carol Service

: Christmas Eve
/ 4.00pm Crib Service
C ﬁTlS [mas 1.30om Midnight Mass
Services Christmas Day
10.00am Family Mass with Carols

SHARING TOGETHER

December’s Sharing Together will be on Thursday 18 December at
the Vicarage.




CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER

The Sundays, readings and themes, and Saints days for December are
listed below.

1 Mon S.Edmund Campion, Priest, Martyr (1581)

3 Wed S. Francis Xavier, Missionary, Priest (1552)

4 Thu S.John Damascene, Monk & Teacher (749) S. Barbara (306)
6 Sat S. Nicholas, Bishop of Myra (326)

7 ADVENT 2 Theme: Our Baptism in the Spirit
Readings: Isaiah 11.1-10; Romans 15.4-13; Matthew 3.1-12

8 Mon The Immaculate Conception
11 Thu S. Damasus, Pope (384)
13 Sat S. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr (304)

14 ADVENT 3 Theme: St John the Baptist
Readings: Isaiah 35.1-10; James 5.7-10; Matthew 11.2-11

17 Wed O Sapienta (Wisdom)

18 Thu O Adonai

19 Fri O Radix Jesse (Root of Jesse)
20 Sat O Clavis David (Key of David)
21Sat O Oriens (Morning Star) =

Vs s O

21 ADVENT 4 O Oriens (Morning Star) Theme: The Annunciation
Readings: Isaiah 7.10-16; Romans 1.1-7; Matthew 1.18-25

22 Mon O Rex Gentium (King of the Nations)
23Tue O Emmanuel S. John de Kanty, Priest & Teacher (1473)

24 CHRISTMAS EVE Theme: The Word is made Flesh

Midnight Mass Readings: Isaiah 52.7-10; Hebrews 1.1-4; John 1.1-14
25 CHRISTMAS DAY  Theme: The Angels’ Joy

Readings: Isaiah 62.6-12; Titus 3.4-7; Luke 2.8-20

26 Fri S. Stephen, Deacon, First Martyr
27 Sat S.JOHN, APOSTLE & EVANGELIST

28 CHRISTMAS 1 Theme: The Holy Family
Readings: Isaiah 63.7-9; Hebrews 2.10-18; Matthew 2.13-23

29 Mon S. Thomas Beckett, Archbishop of Canterbury, Martyr (1170)
31 Wed S. Sylvester, Pope (335)
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ADVENT CALENDAR by Archbishop Rowan Williams

He will come like last leaf’s fall.

One night when the November wind
has flayed the trees to bone, and earth
wakes choking on the mould,

the soft shroud’s folding.

He will come like frost.

One morning when the shrinking earth
opens on mist, to find itself

arrested in the net

of alien, sword-set beauty.

He will come like dark.

One evening when the bursting red
December sun draws up the sheet
and penny-masks its eye to yield
the star-snowed fields of sky.

He will come, will come,

will come like crying in the night,

like blood, like breaking,

as the earth writhes to toss him free.
He will come like child.

Contributed by Jane Laurence

CHRISTMAS

* o vat [}
F A ' Q Saturday 6th December
4

The Christmas Fair on 6th December will be in the hall/Church between
11am and 2pm. There is still time for you to help:

e By providing any of the stalls with items
e By helping on the day to set up from 9.00 am, and pack down from
2.00 pm.

Please see Wendy Burge if you can help in any way.



Spotlight on... ]

Fr Julian

o
This month | have asked Fr Julian who has agreed | -
to be under the spotlight. ¥

Fr Julian, tell me, how long have you lived in
Taunton, do you have any family and what brought
you to where you are today?

My father was a priest, my mother was one of the pre-war escapee
families from Wales, and met Dad when he was curate in Bristol. They
had four sons, saving the best till last(!), though sadly one died as a cot
death. Until | was 14, Dad was the Vicar of a sprawling suburban town,
Sunbury on Thames, where the M3 now ends. That taught me
resilience: a 22-room Gothic monstrosity with no heating and flagged-
stone passageways downstairs, where | could ride my bike. | had a
smaller bedroom, only 22’ x 16’... We then moved down to Cornwall
which was the exact opposite. St Saviour’s Sunbury was of a very
similar churchmanship to HT and the GS, although the three little
villages in Cornwall were very much quieter and middle of the
road. Being brought up in a vicarage doesn’t necessarily mean you are
religious but | have always had faith and gone to church. Dad died, aged
96 in a Taunton nursing home in 2007; Mum died in 1991 aged 71.

It was after | was married, that Jane and | experienced a number of
homes in different areas of Kent, and different churches. A modern
housing estate in Canterbury, the parish church of the county town in
Maidstone, and the beautiful market town of Tenterden on the edge of
the Romney Marshes, all contributed to my spiritual development.

After that came theological college and life in Oxford, with its firm
grounding in daily offices and Mass, which eased me into the life of my
curacy in St Michael’s Yeovil, seeing that spirituality lived out in a parish
and putting theory into practice, which has stood me in good stead in
all my subsequent appointments. | firmly believed that | have been
called, not only to priesthood, but also marriage, and to every single
post I've held, which have all had their own challenges.



Jane and | have now lived in Taunton for 31 years, in two different
Vicarages. It was in 1994, following the ordination of women as priests
that | thought about moving from a job where | was a Chaplain to Yeovil
District Hospital and Yeovil FE College as well as priest in charge of
Barwick, a small village on the outskirts of Yeovil — where we boasted a
main-line station to London! 2 villages, Barwick and Stoford, physically
linked with a large council estate of those then deemed not worthy to
live in Yeovil itself. Women priests was one motive, but also | was
struggling with three different roles, and three different calendars:
parish, academic and hospital, where the only constant was the staff.
In my time there, | pioneered a baby loss service, as well as ministering
to students and staff at the college, and re-invigorating the parish. It
was demanding, and | thought the time was right for me and all the
different communities to consider a move.

What do you do in your spare time, what are your hobbies?

Spare time?!!l | like travelling and visiting NT properties, cooking,
tinkering with cars (I have an old MGB), a bit of gardening and sewing
— I’'ve made many sets of vestments as well as altar hangings for Holy
Trinity. While it was possible, | enjoyed walking in places such as
Hestercombe and Stourhead, but recent health issues have prevented
that now. Sadly, we recently lost our dog, an energetic standard
poodle, so | can’t walk him now. | enjoy crime books, but usually
medieval mysteries; the most modern being the country house
murders by people like Christie and Wentworth. A good author like
Doherty can actually educate in a gentle way. And we both love
Egyptology. Now my retirement has been announced, Jane and | are
beginning to face the reality of moving from a large house to a small
bungalow in Kings Lynn, 246 miles away, deciding on what goes to
auctioneers (very little if anything!), charity shops (most redundant
stuff), skip or retain. | hope to regain any skill | had as a musician!

What would you say is important to you and what does your faith and
Holy Trinity mean to you?

Of course, the most important person to me is my wife Jane, to whom
| have been married for over 44 years. We met at university, at the first
teaching seminar of in 1979 in Canterbury, where we both read
Theology. We graduated with the same class degree, and by then
sharing the same surname, Jane received her degree before me, her



first name being Barbara! She has supported me all through our
various moves when we rented never longer than two vyears,
theological college (where | was awarded a post-grad certificate) and
three moves in the first 6 years of my ordination.

Not having children of our own, and siblings hundreds of miles away,
the church family at Holy Trinity and the Good Shepherd has become
important to us as our own immediate family, and this will make it all
the harder to move away. | am always delighted when a hulking great
lad spots me in the fish and chip shop, or most recently, comes to repair
a radiator and asks if | remember them. As it dates from primary school
when | could physically look down on them, | have to say that with the
beards and tattoos many have these days, they have changed a little.
Surprisingly, it’s the blokes who often do this, which | think is all the
more remarkable, though | have baptised children of young women
from the local schools, and some the children of those | have baptised
myself. Makes me feel my age.

My faith completes me as a person. | would not be the person | am
without my faith. It sustains, challenges, refreshes and reassures me.
Even after 37 years being ordained, | still am being surprised at what |
am still learning, from prayer, scripture and those around me. | act as
the Bishop’s Adviser in a particular area which makes me all the more
aware of the conflict between good and evil. Too many people think
that evil and its personification are things of the past, but any priest,
myself included, will tell you that that is far from the case.

It is a joy as well as a privilege to stand at the altar and preside at mass
with you all. To prepare and conduct baptisms, to make people ready
for confirmation, as well as the solemn responsibility of being present
at people’s journey from this world to the next. It is humbling to be
invited into people’s homes to chat or to take Holy Communion, and to
feel part of the community. Back to the grown men and women who
greet me from past schooldays, it brings great pleasure to think that |
am remembered and that social constraints don’t preclude recognition
and greeting — after all it takes courage to speak to what is now an
elderly vicar in the streets!

As | face a new life and ministry, a new beginning in retirement, not an
end, | reflect on the words of a former Secretary-General of the UN, Dag
Hammarskjold: For all that has been, thanks; for all that will be, yes.



EMPTY TUBS WANTED!

From 1st Jan to 15th Feb 2026, Greene King's pubs, restaurants
and hotels will take in clean and empty plastic:

= Confectionery tubs
= Biscuits tubs
=  Cracker tubs

During the Tub2Pub Campaign 2025, Greene King raised £10,916
for Macmillan Cancer Support.

The tubs will be taken to a plastic reprocessing centre where they are
shredded before being sold onto plastic manufacturers to use in place
of new plastic. All money raised from the sale of Tub2Pub plastics will
be given to Macmillan Cancer Support.

Please give your empty tubs to Wendy Burge.

THE PROMISE OF ADVENT

Stir up our hearts, we beseech you,
to prepare ourselves to receive your Son.
When He comes and knocks, may He find us not sleeping in sin,
But awake to righteousness,
Ceaselessly rejoicing in His love.
May our hearts and minds be so purified,
That we may be ready to receive His promise of eternal life.

from The Gelasian Sacramentary, c. 500



A RECIPE FOR DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS CRUMBLE

Who doesn’t love a nice warming crumble at this time of year?
Well here is a festive crumble which has been given a Christmas
twist.

Ingredients

1kg Apples, peeled, cored and chopped
150g Frozen cranberries

1tsp Ground cinnamon

% tsp Mixed spice

75g Caster sugar

For the crumble:

125g Plain flour

100g Unsalted butter (cold), cut into cubes
50g Caster sugar

% tsp Mixed spice

Method

» Heat the oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6 or if using an air fryer,
heat it to 180C for 3 mins.

> Tip the apples, cranberries, spices and sugar into a 22cm square
baking dish and mix well to combine. If using an air fryer, add 2
tbsp water, cover and cook for 10-12 mins until the fruit is
softened.

» Forthe crumble, rub the flour and butter together using your
fingertips until you have a breadcrumb-like consistency.

» Stirin the sugar and mixed spice. Sprinkle the crumble in an
even layer over the fruit.

» Bake for 35-40 mins or air fry for 10-15 mins until golden on top
and bubbling at the edges.

> Leave to cool slightly, then serve warm with cream or custard.

Contributed by Jane Laurence



ADVENT CUSTOMS AROUND THE WORLD

People around the world celebrate the season of reflection and
anticipation that is Advent in a variety of ways. Traditionally, many
churches mark the four Advent Sundays by lighting one candle each
week leading up to Christmas and a beautifully decorated Advent
wreath with four candles on it is common around Europe. In Britain we
also have Advent calendars and Advent candles. Both of these
originate from Germany in the 19th century when families marked the
days until Christmas by drawing chalk lines on doors or walls which
then developed into the Advent calendar.

Other countries celebrate in different ways. Various Advent traditions
range from lighting homes with paper lanterns in China to roller skating
to mass during Advent in Venezuela.

Advent in Mexico and other Latin American countries is marked by a
nine-day celebration from 16th December also known as Las Posadas,
which means ‘The Inns’. It is a popular tradition involving processions
and re-enactments of Mary and Joseph's journey to Bethlehem.
Poinsettias are indigenous to Mexico and from the 17th

century, Franciscan friars there included the plants in their *
celebrations. The plant is considered to symbolise, love,
optimism and hope.

In Croatia, some traditions begin before Advent on St Catherine's Day
(25th November) and on Advent Sunday people enjoy outdoor stalls
with mulled wine and roasted chestnuts.

On December 13th in Sweden they celebrate St Lucia with
processions that includes people lighting candles and
singing traditional Christmas songs. Whereas in Denmark
they have an Advent wreath which is not made of holly or
pine branches but of bread and is called Jule brod.

Italy’s Advent customs include Nativity scenes called ‘presepe’ which
can be found in homes, churches, and public squares across Italy.

These are just a few of the many customs around the world for Advent.
Whatever you choose to do | hope you have a holy and blessed Advent.

Jane Laurence



ROBIN REDBREAST
by W H Davies 1871 - 1940

William Henry Davies was born in the Pillgwenilly
district of Newport Monthmouthshire, he had an
older brother who was born with a damaged skull
and was handicapped and a younger sister. His
father died when he was 3 and when his mother
remarried, it was agreed the he would be brought
up by his paternal grandparents.

On leaving school he worked as for a while for an ironmonger and then
as an apprentice picture framer, but did not complete his
apprenticeship and became a tramp in this country and a hobo in
America, making several visits there by cattle carrying ships. It was
while trying to jump a goods train in Canada (to join in the Klondike
gold rush) that he fell and the lower part of one leg was crushed by a
wheel and was amputated. His roving days were over and he was fitted
with a wooden leg.

He returned to England and started composing poems (in his head so
that his fellow down and outs wouldn’t know what he was doing) and
writing them up later in private. He tried selling a few privately and
eventuality self-published a slim volume and one copy went to a Daily
Mail journalist (Arthur St John Adcock) who is recognised as the man
who discovered Davies. He went on to mix with and develop as a poet
with G B Shaw, H Belloc, W B Yeats and Ezra Pound and was popular
with many society intellectuals. Davies also read many of his poems on
the then youthful BBC. Davies married Helen Payne in 1923, there
were no children and she died in 1979.

How often have | stood in my garden, a spade at my foot, the freshly
dug earth before me and standing there, a robin, one eye on me, the
the other on the newly turned ground looking for lunch. No wonder
the fiercely territorial Robin is such a welcomed winter garden visitor
and also that’s why many Christmas cards have pictures of Robins on
them, nothing to do with Christmas, but a very very welcome sight at
this time of year.



Robin on a leafless bough,

Lord in heaven how he sings!

Now cold winter’s cruel Wind

Makes playmates of poor dead things.

How he sings for joy this morn! \
How his breast doth pant and glow! i\
Look you how he stands and sings. 7N
Half way up his legs in snow! >\

If these crumbs of bread were pearls,
I had no bread at home,
He should have them for that song;
Robin Redbreast, Come.
Pat Hitchcock
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HOLY TRINITY Club WINNERS
October 2025
1st Aart Dourleyn £64.50
2nd David Gill £38.70
3rd Liz Hathway £25.80

Lunch THE SUNDAY LUNCH CLUB
Club will be visiting the following:

14 December Pickeridge Golf Club
11 January  The Cricket Club
8 February Pickeridge Golf Club

All bookings are for 12.15. Please sign the list at the back of Church if
you would like to join us. If you need a lift please arrange this before
signing up.

Wendy Burge

MAGAZINE DEADLINE: Wednesday 10th December 2025




NEWS FROM THE GOOD SHEPHERD, FURNHAM

REFLECTIONS OF A TRIP OF A LIFETIME TO INDIA
by Ruth Fairweather

| travelled with my brother John. We started our trip in Delhi. Driving
through the city was quite an experience — extremely noisy and
extremely busy. Cars could only move very slowly and, in amongst
them were tuk-tuks, motor bikes, peddle bikes, hand pushed carts,
pedestrians and of course the sacred cows! Our driver told us that
drivers in Delhi had 3 wishes —a good horn, good brakes and good luck!!

In Delhi, we visited many ancient and beautiful buildings including
Gurudwara Bangla Sahib, Humayuns Tomb and we stopped at India
Gate and rode in a trishaw through the back streets of Old Delhi. Later
| took part in helping to serve a free meal to locals at a road side kitchen!

After 2 days in Delhi, we travelled on to Agra, where, of course, we were
anxious to see the Taj Mahal. We were actually able to visit this
amazing building at sunrise. This was probably
the best time, as it wasn’t quite as busy as at i Y &
other times and, as the sun rose, the rays hit \i o
the building and lit up the gentle colours of the
marble. The Taj Mahal is probably the most
iconic building in India and to see it is a totally fr
unforgettable experience! :

Our travels then took us to Ranthambore and Ranthambore National
Park. We had 2 safari drives into the Park, but, sadly, | didn’t see the
tiger | had hoped for. However, the drivers were wonderful and the
scenery was amazing. We did see water buffalo, several species of deer,
peacocks, monkeys and a crocodile!

Our final destination was The Pink City — Jaipur. Here we visited the
Amber Fort, which is situated on the hill overlooking the city. We got
stuck in a traffic jam going up the hill, so, rather to the guide’s dismay,
John and | decided to get out and walk. This was lovely, as we were
able to take to the back streets and meet some locals. My brother can



speak a little bit of Hindi and that did make things easier on a number
of occasions! Some people arrived at the Fort on Elephants!!

Back in the City (which really is pink!!), we visited a very expensive
marble workshop and store, where | was given a beautiful little marble
elephant! Later, | sat on the pavement with a snake charmer —I'm glad
he didn’t charm it in my direction!!

And so, it was then back to Delhi for our flight home.

We only saw a tiny bit of India, but what a place!! Such a mixture of
wealth and poverty, cleanliness and filth! John and | tried to meet the
locals when we wandered round the back street markets. The children
were so sweet — | wanted to hug them all and several little girls wanted
photos taken with me — it was quite humbling.

We had nothing but friendship from everyone — both rich and poor -
and | feel so very blessed to have been able to visit such an amazing
country.

Ruth Fairweather

DATES FOR THE DECEMBER DIARY

}b Sunday 7th December, 3pm
ALL KINDS OF EVERYTHING

Choral music for winter, Advent and Christmas
With Parnham Voices
Tickets £10, can be bought on the door

Saturday 13th December, 10am-12 noon

Christmas carols, coffee and cake %

Both events will be held in the church.
Please join us, we would love to see you.
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REMEMBRANCE POPPIES - POPPY SHOWER

We have had a Poppy shower in the church on Remembrance Sunday
for the last 3 years. Every year more poppies are added.

On the 18th October 2025, we had a very enjoyable Poppy making
workshop. All the poppies were made from felt and were attached to
our poppy shower. Of course, we had tea, coffee and cake too.

It was a lovely social event with both beginners and experienced
sewers. Everyone helping each other, even threading each other’s
needles.

The poppy shower looked beautiful on the day.

We will be continuing to add to the shower to make it wider and longer.
If you can knit, crochet or sew it would be lovely to add different
textures for next year.



Patterns are available in the RBL site (links below), or paper copies in
the church, for knitted and crocheted poppies but any design would be
very appreciated.

knitting-patterns-V2-FULL-SIZE
crochet-patterns-3
simply-crochet-free-poppy-pattern.pdf

We also raised £41.00 which was donated to the RBL, through the sale
of handmade felt poppy brooches.
Jane Nicholas

STEWARDSHIP AT THE GOOD SHEPHERD

The PCC recently met to look at the topic of Stewardship — an
opportunity to look at ways that we, as parishioners, can use and share
our time, talents and our money for the benefit of The Good Shepherd.

The main thrust of the meeting was to consider the Church of England’s
Generous Church Checkup and see where we, as a church, could
improve or change what we do.

As a result of the discussions a few suggestions were agreed/put
forward:

1. To possibly prepare information leaflets for display and the
provision made for the congregation to be made aware of the
weekly cost to the church and the weekly income received.

2. There is to be further information about Stewardship generally in
the parish magazine over the next few months.

3. As a parish we are in the process of joining the Parish Giving
Scheme, which helps with the claiming and payment of gift aid,
which aids cash flow.

4. There will be a giving day/weekend in 2026 - possibly over our
Patronal Festival at the end of April. More information will be
available on this next year.

The above is a short synopsis of the PCC discussions, the Minutes for
which will be considered and approved, at the next PCC meeting.


https://storage.rblcdn.co.uk/sitefinity/docs/default-source/fundraising/knitting-patterns-(v2).pdf?sfvrsn=718f2481_0
https://storage.rblcdn.co.uk/sitefinity/docs/default-source/fundraising/rbl-crochet-pattern.pdf?sfvrsn=dd9a748f_3/Rbl-Crochet-Pattern.pdf
https://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/media/5086366/simply-crochet-free-poppy-pattern.pdf

ALL IN THE MONTH OF DECEMBER

It was:

250 years ago, on 16th Dec 1775 that Jane Austen, novelist was
born. Over 30 million copies of her books have been sold, 7,000 of
them in her lifetime.

175 years ago, on 4th Dec 1850 that William Sturgeon, physicist,
electrical engineer and inventor died. He created the first
electromagnets and invented the first British electric motor.

150 years ago, on 6th Dec 1875 that Evelyn Underhill, writer and
pacifist was born. Best known for her books on religion and
Christian mysticism.

80 years ago, on 27th Dec 1945 that The World Bank, the
International Monetary Fund, and the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development were founded.

75 years ago, on 25th Dec 1950 that the Stone of Scone, the
coronation stone of British monarchs, was taken from
Westmintser Abbey by Scottish students who took it to Scotland
and broke it. It is now kept in Edinburgh Castle.

70 years ago, on 1st Dec 1955 that African American civil rights
activist Rosa Parks refused to give up her bus seat to a white man
in Montgomery Alabama. This led to the birth of the modern
American civil rights movement.

Also 70 years ago, on 20th Dec 1955 that Cardiff was proclaimed
the capital city of Wales.

65 years ago, on 9th Dec 1960 that the first episode of the TV
soap Coronation Street was broadcast on ITV.

40 years ago, on 2nd Dec 1985 that Philip Larkin, poeft, librarian
and jazz critic died.

Also 40 years ago, on 7th Dec 1985 that Robert Graves, poet
novelist, critic, translator and classical scholar died.

30 years ago, on 15th Dec that the European Council announced
that the new European currency would be called the Euro.

Also 30 years ago, on 21st Dec 1995 that the city of Bethlehem
passed from Israeli to Palestinian control.

15 years ago, on 16th Dec 2010 that Ireland was granted a 67.5
billion Euro bailout from the European Union to rescue its banks
and other financial institutions from collapsing.

From the Parish Pump



SAFEGUARDING

At Holy Trinity we take safeguarding
very seriously and are committed to

Making our Church

the safety of all our members. safe for Al

If you have any safeguarding concerns,
please contact the Parish Safeguarding Officer by
email htsafeguarding@outlook.com, or
through a dedicated Safeguarding Line 07771 908514

All contacts are confidential unless you give us permission to
share it, or unless someone is at immediate risk.

Nick’s
Silver Birch Garden Services
Est. 1995

For gardens large and small
Lawn mowing and strimming. Scarifying moss and weeds.
Hedge-cutting and trimming. Rotavating. Tree pruning.
Pressure washing. Felt roofs replaced on garden sheds.
Stone walling repairs & renovations, steps and pavings etc.

References available

For a friendly, professional service call Nick
Tel: 07535 498529




Quantock Funeral Directors
Taunton 01823 277938 Wellington

Dedicated - Personal

Direct Tailored Church
Cremations Services Burials
Home Arrangements
[SAIF| Private Chapel of rest
| Funerar |

Funeral pre-planning

Simple, all-inclusive pricing

Call Dawn or Rob for any help or information

69 Staplegrove Road, Taunton, TA1 1DG
quantocktuneraldirectors@outlook.com
www. QuantockFuneralDirectors.co.uk




ADVENT

A poem by Christina Rosetti

This Advent moon shines cold and clear,
These Advent nights are long;

Our lamps have burned year after year,
And still their flame is strong.

"Watchman, what of the night?" we cry,
Heart-sick with hope deferred:

"No speaking signs are in the sky,"
Is still the watchman's word.

The Porter watches at the gate,
The servants watch within;
The watch is long betimes and late,
The prize is slow to win.
"Watchman, what of the night?" but still
His answer sounds the same:
"No daybreak tops the utmost hill,
Nor pale our lamps of flame."

One to another hear them speak,
The patient virgins wise:

"Surely He is not far to seek,"--
"All night we watch and rise."

"The days are evil looking back,
The coming days are dim;

Yet count we not His promise slack,
But watch and wait for Him."


https://hellopoetry.com/poem/15998/advent/

One with another, soul with soul,
They kindle fire from fire:

"Friends watch us who have touched the goal."
"They urge us, come up higher."

"With them shall rest our waysore feet,
With them is built our home,

With Christ." "They sweet, but He most sweet,
Sweeter than honeycomb."

There no more parting, no more pain,
The distant ones brought near,

The lost so long are found again,
Long lost but longer dear:

Eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard,
Nor heart conceived that rest,

With them our good things long deferred,
With Jesus Christ our Best.

We weep because the night is long,
We laugh, for day shall rise,

We sing a slow contented song
And knock at Paradise.

Weeping we hold Him fast Who wept
For us,~we hold Him fast;

And will not let Him go except
He bless us first or last.

Weeping we hold Him fast to-night;
We will not let Him go

Till daybreak smite our wearied sight,
And summer smite the snow:

Then figs shall bud, and dove with dove
Shall coo the livelong day;

Then He shall say, "Arise, My love,
My fair one, come away."
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