GOSPEL GOSSIP

Jesus, said: Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations...

Sunday 31st May

This Sunday is Trinity Sunday, when we celebrate the revelation that there is one God: Father Son and
Holy Spirit. In the (long) quotation from the gospel reading set, we hear Jesus taking his earthly leave
of his disciples. But he doesn’t leave to hear them saying ‘Have a nice time, send us a postcard’ because
he returning to the unity of the Godhead where Father, Son and Holy Spirit are one, creating redeeming
and sustaining. You don’t send postcards from home, but you might let your loved one know you've
made it.

Nor does he say to them, ‘Be good!’, though perhaps he does, in effect. As he leaves, he knows the
Holy Spirit will empower them to continue his work of salvation, as his Body, the Church, in the world.
The Holy Spirit’s arrival is Jesus’ message — he had promised that after he had returned to the Father,
the Holy Spirit would descend. And so it did; the disciples knew without doubt that Jesus had made it
‘home’. As his Body all baptised Christians are co-missioned by Jesus to continue his work of salvation.
St Matthew’s gospel concludes with this final instruction from Jesus, and his final reassurance.

e How do you visualise the members of the Trinity —
if we can have an image, it is easier to believe?

e The Holy Trinity is indivisible — how can you say, three Persons, yet one God?

e |f the Holy Spirit is indivisible, what happened to it when Jesus was born?

e Do you think of the members of the Holy Trinity as fulfilling separate functions,
and therefore, effective, separate entities, not an indivisible being?

e What holds the members of the Trinity together?

This week’s picture is probably the best-known single image of the Holy Trinity, by the 15" century
Russian iconographer, Andrei Rublev. It is based on an Old Testament story found in Genesis 18, where
Abraham entertains three angels (shorthand for God), and is told his wife will have a child. There are
some lovely paintings of this scene, showing Sarah having a snigger hiding behind the tent, having
heard the angels, so unbelievable was this news.

If the message to a welcoming Abraham was, ‘Trust and my promises will be fulfilled’, then that
message was fully realised in Jesus. As the angels left Abraham to reflect on what they said and to
recall God’s promises in trust, so Jesus’ departure from his disciples were challenged in the same way.
And more. They were being entrusted to make the same announcement to all people.

e What are your reactions to Jesus co-missioning?
e Isit something you thought applied to you?

e How would you do ‘mission’?

e Does there need to be ‘missionaries’ today?

e Are Jesus’ words a gift or a burden?

Although it seems like a command, the imperative ‘go’ has a far gentler meaning in the original Greek.
It suggests that it is a care of ‘as you go on your way...’, not necessarily making a special journey to
effect Christ’s mission. Now that all the excitement and drama has come to its liturgical end, and we
begin again ‘Ordinary Time’ let us remember that making disciples should not be regarded as extra-
ordinary, but part of our ordinary work as co-missioned disciples of Jesus today.

Not only is this Trinity Sunday, it is my last Sunday as your Parish Priest, a fitting time to leave. After
32 Trinity Sundays with you, | will always give thanks for you all and will remember you in my prayers.



